
THE SHARED    EARTH

“ALL MEN AND WOMEN 
HAVE A RIGHT 
TO THE LAND. 

THE LAND MUST BE 
SHARED BETWEEN THOSE 
WHO LIVE AND WORK IT. 

RESTRICTIONS ON LAND USE 
AND OWNERSHIP

IMPOSED FOR REASONS OF 
ETHNIC ORDER, 

NATIONALITY OR GENDER
MUST BE ABOLISHED 

IN FAVOUR OF A
RESPONSIBLE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN HUMAN BEINGS 
AND THE LAND.”

(World Migrants’ Charter)



“Certain traditions in 
Morocco claim that the 
land is similar to 
a woman. The more you 
care for her,  the more 
she yields.”
(Idris, Morocco) 

“My parents were landowners and for them
the land was their most important asset.
On the occasion of  my birthday they gave me
cattle or a plot of  land. And what I really wan-
ted was toys!” 
(Irma, Colombia) 

“Certain traditions in Morocco prescribe 
that the land belongs to everyone and that 
everyone has the right to enjoy its fruits. 
For this reason scarecrows are not allowed
in the fields: the birds also have the right 
to enjoy the fruits of  the earth.”
(Idris, Morocco) 

“When you harvest your land,
do not harvest to the edges
of  the field and do not gather
what remains to be gleaned
of  your crop; you must leave 
it for the poor 
and the stranger.” 
(Leviticus)

“You need a country, 
even if  only for the pleasure 
of  leaving it. 
A country means not being 
alone, knowing that in the peo-
ple, in the plants, in the earth 
there is something of  yourself, 
that even when you are some-
where else, it is there, waiting 
for you.”
(Cesare Pavese, La luna e i falò)

“Now I will tell you what 
tools are used to work the 
land. Some divide these tools 
into  (…)  three categories: 
talking tools, semi-talking 
tools, and silent tools. 
The first are the slaves, 
the second the oxen,
the third are inanimate 
tools.” 
(Marcus Terentius Varro)

“The Koran prescribes that if  the land
is not adequately cared for by its owner
it can be occupied by somebody else.” 
(Idris, Marocco)

“In the Congo healers ask nature to forgive 
them and at the same time ask for permission 
to gain access to it so they can pick the amount 
of  herbs strictly necessary for healing. This is 
because man is part of  nature and has a duty to 
respect it in a relationship made up of  “thanks” 
and “sorry”. 
(Cécile, Congo) 

“If  you want to sell 
your land in Albania
it is necessary first 
to offer it to family, 
then to neighbours, 
and finally to 
outsiders.”
(Anton, Albania) 

“We don’t inherit the land 
from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our
children.” 
(Native Indian Proverb) 

“The expropriation suffered by the peasant 
farmer of  his land constitutes the basis of  
the entire process whereby great masses of  
men are suddenly cut off from their means 
of  subsistence and thrown onto the labour 
market as proletarians without land and 
without a place to live.”
(Karl Marx, Capital) 

THE SHARED    EARTH



ThE iNTRODUCTiON OF aGRiCUlTURE
aND liVESTOCK FaRMiNG lED MaN TO
OCCUPY a PORTiON OF laND PERMaNENTlY 
aND ThiS lED TO ThE BiRTh OF ThE FiRST
VillaGES aND ThE CREaTiON OF RUlES
ON hOW TO ORGaNiZE ThE TERRiTORY
aND iTS OWNERShiP

OCCUPYiNG laND
       ORGaNiZiNG SPaCE 

EaRThENWaRE
DRiNKiNG VESSEl 
Fiorano Modenese 
(5600-4800 B.C.) 

The fi rst stable settlements developed in the Near East 
during the Neolithic from the 9th to the 8th millennium B.C. 
in this phase, man began to work with clay to produce contain-
ers suitable for conserving, cooking and consuming food. 
in northern italy the fi rst villages date back to the early 6th mil-
lennium B.C.

in this phase, man began to work with clay to produce contain-
ers suitable for conserving, cooking and consuming food. 
in northern italy the fi rst villages date back to the early 6th mil-



CENTURiaTiON was the system with which the Romans
organized the territory, subdividing the plain into portions 
(centuria), in turn distributed in plots whose extension could 
be calculated using an agrarian unit of measurement (iugero), 
which corresponded to  approx. 2500 square metres . a centu-
ria was made up of 200 iugeri. 

The instrument used to perform the work of centuriation was
the GROMa, a pole surmounted by four arms to which a 
plumb-line was attached; it was inserted into the ground and 
was used for tracing straight lines at right angles. 

GROMa WEiGhT 
from the Modena area 
(Roman age) 

GROMa 
from the Modena area 
(Roman age) 

GROMa 
from the Modena area 
(Roman age) 

TRaCES OF 
CENTURiaTiON
still visible in the 
Emilian landscape. 
in the aerial photo 
four squares are 
visible whose sides 
are approx. 700 m. long, 
each corresponding 
to a centuria 



iN ThE COURSE OF MillENNia WORK
iN ThE FiElDS TOOK ON VaRiED FORMS
aCCORDiNG TO ThE FEaTURES OF ThE
ENViRONMENT aND ThE SOCial 
ORGaNiZaTiON MODElS 

WORKiNG ThE laND

iN ThE CaSE OF COllECTiVE OWNERShiP
aGRiCUlTURal laBOUR iS CaRRiED OUT
BY ThE ENTiRE COMMUNiTY, hOWEVER,
alSO WhERE PRiVaTE OWNERShiP iS
PRESENT, ThE CYCliCal NaTURE OF ThE
haRVEST FaVOURED EXChaNGE aND
COOPERaTiON 



TERRaMaRE SOCiETY (XVii – Xii century B.C.) 
was centred around the village community and governed 
by rules of collective participation in economic produc-
tion. The imposing defence works, which surrounded 
the pile-dwelling settlement, featured a ditch, wall and 
palisade; the whole community took part in their con-
struction. The timber was cut and piles prepared using  
robust bronze axes.

The so-called PaRTECiPaNZE aGRaRiE are among the 
few surviving models of collective ownership, and stem from
the Middle ages. The NONaNTOla PaRTiCiPaTiON 
scheme still represents “a third way”, an alternative to

private property. This very special form of 
collective land management follows rules which 
have remained unchanged over the centuries. 
The system is based on the
obligation to conserve and improve the land, 
received in concession almost a thousand years 
ago, and hand it on
to future generations. 
The tradition of agrarian participation expres-

ses the ethical values at the heart of civil society: solidarity, 
respect for the land, local identity (the awareness of being 
part of a history made of people and places) and democracy. 

BRONZE aXE 
From the Terramare, 
Montale 
(1500 - 1350 B.C.) 



Whatever land you go to, do what you see (Argentina) 

Fertile land needs little water (Rumania)

Woe to him whose blade breaks when 
the harvest is incomplete (Nigeria) 

The land gives everything, and takes 
everything (Ukraine)

Back to the clay to make pots (die) 
(Modenese country saying)

Love the land 
in which you were born 
and to which 
you will return at death 
(Colombia)



In the black earth is born
white bread (Rumania) 

The land needs neither poor nor greedy men 
(Modenese country saying)

Tread softly in Spring, Mother Earth is pregnant (Iran)

If you don’t have a 
handful of gold, get 
a handful of earth 
(Turkey) 

Those born on fertile land
grow up fast (Ghana)

If you give to the earth, she will give to you (Ukraine)



I am at war with the land but continue 
to eat out of earthenware pots
(Ghana) 

Give it more dirt (plough deeper)
(Modenese country saying)

FLAIL
(zércia)
Modena area,
early 20th century.
used for threshing
cereals by hand 
on the threshing 
fl oor

When you harvest together
your belly stops aching 
(ukraine) 

Work creates wealth, laziness poverty 
(rumania) 



Touch the earth and be in harmony with nature (Iran) 
The man who works 
is like a fruit-bearing tree 
(Rumania) 

The land is hard
even when it’s raining
(Ghana) 

Good soil produces good fruit (Rumania) 

If tended and cared for, it will 
yield fruit;
if not it will become arid and 
good for nothing (Turkey) The earth neglected feels like an orphan (Ukraine) 

We are made of Mother Earth 
and to Mother Earth we return (Iran) 



Think of the sky as your father, the earth as your mother,
and the rest of creation as your brothers and sisters! (Iran) 

The man who works
does not lack bread (Rumania) 

If you don’t sow, you won’t reap 
(Ukraine) 

When the land beyond the river was not yet ploughed,
the monkeys living on it still managed to eat (Ghana) 

Be like the earth
for modesty 
and humility 
(Turkey) 

The earth is our mother,
she feeds us all (Ukraine) 



If a man has a valley full of goods, he wants more;
only a plot of land will stop him looking (Turkey)

You are the salt of the earth
but if the salt disappears
how can we season it? 
(Colombia) 

If your potatoes don’t grow
it is because of your soil
(Ghana) 

Don’t show a thief your cultivated field (Nigeria) 

The owner’s eye fattens his cattle (Argentina) 



hOUSES iN haRMONY
                  WiTh ThE laND

“The aNCiENT DWElliNGS of the Congo were so perfectly 
and harmoniously integrated into the natural landscape that 
they were often confused with the vegetation. Built of mud and 
straw, they helped man to live in symbiosis with nature, guaran-
teeda constant temperature and protected the health of those 
who occupied them.

Today the houses are built with modern materials, often 
covered with tin roofs which, apart from having a negative visual 
impact on the environment, make them very hot to live in.”
(Cécile, Congo) 



a new, strongly interdisciplinary approach to local architecture 
is now gaining ground, adopting a design perspective based on 
respect for the environment, and a more balanced relationship 
with nature: BiO-aRChiTECTURE, which tends to integrate 
human activity with pre-existing environments and natural phe-
nomena. Bio-architecture looks with keen interest at experiences 
of the past, but also at those of the present where man has been 
able to build with prime materials from the world around him. it 
also envisages the widespread use of renewable sources of energy 

and the deployment of materials and techniques 
compatible with the ecosystem. 

iNSTallaTiON iN EaRTh 
Port of  Rotterdam 

SOCial RESiDENCES 
Milan 

hermanitos Verdes 
(www.hermanitosverdes.org) 


